
 

The SHAS Centennial was celebrated the weekend of September 
14th, enjoyed by the school's students, families, current and past 
staff, alumni, fellow parishioners and community members.  This 
was a celebration of the love of all the people in the last 100 
years for the school, its mission, and its children.  Without this 
love, it certainly would not have made it to today.  Celebrations 
started with the Friday, September 12th, Centennial Mass with 
Bishop Kettler, which was followed by a reception in the church 
basement and a student dance in the afternoon.  It was impor-
tant that all the children of the school could partake in these 
portions of the celebrations, which were during the school day.  
The Sisters who taught at Sacred Heart (all prior to 1975) were 
also in attendance and were recognized at the centennial recep-
tion for their hard work and great example they set for so many. 
Also recognized were all living principals for their contribution of 
leadership and SHAS teachers who contributed over 20 years of 
teaching. The celebration continued throughout the weekend 
with an alumni dance Friday evening, and family fun on Satur-
day, with bingo, bouncy houses, pony rides, and a petting zoo.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
  

Centennial Mass pictured left to 
right:- Fr. Lauren Germann    
(SH Pastor and SHAS Alumus),  
Fr. Tim Wenzel  (SH Pastor) ,  
Fr. Joe Korf (current SH Pastor), 
Fr. Peter Kirchner (Sacred Heart 
Pastor).  Behind Priests is Bishop 
Donald Kettler. (SHAS students & 
altar servers): Morgan Becker 
(front) followed by Mitch Lisson. 

Celebrating 100 Years of SHAS 

Celebrating 100 Years of Faith 

Celebrating 100 Years of Love 

Sisters who taught at SHAS (all prior to 1975)  left to right standing: 
S. Margaret Mary (Anselmeen) Zajac, S. Rosemary Huebsch, S. Laureen 
Virnig, S. Ann Marie Biermaier.  Seated: S. Mary Minette Beutz.   All 
Benedictine Sisters  from Saint Benedict’s Monastery,  St Joseph, MN 
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104 alumni, students, and staff participated in the 100 Hearts March last 
August in the Staples Railroad Days Parade. 

 

On September 12th, 2014, during 
the SHAS Centennial Reception, 
Mrs. Bernie St. Pierre was 
awarded the Sacred Heart Area 
School, first ever, Centennial 
Award for a lifetime of giv-
ing.  Mrs. St. Pierre started teach-
ing at Sacred Heart in 
1957.  When called upon in 1975, 
she took on the role as principal / 
teacher, where she continued to 
work for the good of the school 
until she retired in 1993.  Even 

after retirement, she continues to this day working for her school, 
church, and community through many volunteer works, in many 
organizations.  Mrs. St. Pierre, we so greatly appreciate you, and 
love you so much!  

 A Lifetime of Giving 

 Mrs. Bernie St. Pierre  

SHAS as it appeared 
in the early years 

Sacred Heart Area School Students 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 Celebrating Alumni,  

   Students, & Staff 

20 Years of Teaching 

Sacred Heart Area School Teachers who contributed over 20 years of teaching were recognized for their years of 
service.  Left to Right:  Mrs. Bernie St. Pierre, 36 years (1957-1993), Mrs. Laurie Lauder, 22 years (1983-2005), Mrs. 

Lorraine Trout, 22 years, Mrs. RoAnn Trout, 26 years (1986-Present), Mrs. Gladys Salthe, 30 years (1975-2005).   

Principals of Sacred Heart Area School were recognized for their contribution of leadership through the years.  Left to Right: Sr. Ann Marie 
Biermeier (1973-1975), Mrs. Bernie St. Pierre (1975-1993), Ms. Laurie Lauder (1993-1996), Mrs. Maria Heymans-Becker (1996-1999),           

Mr. George Heroux (1999-2002), Mrs. Sheila Seelhammer (2002-2007), Mr. Pat Held (2007-2008), Mr. Jim Opelia (2008-Present).  

Leadership Through the Years 

The Centennial Event Committee 
provided great family entertain-

ment for children  during the  
celebration with pony rides  

and a petting zoo. 

The Mission of 100 More Years 
On January 1st, 2014, the SHAS Centennial Event Committee started 
its “Dollar a Day” centennial fund drive.  Cans and boxes were distrib-
uted to those who wanted to participate in donating $1.00 each day 

for the 2014 calendar year.  Dona-
tions were collected at the end of 
the year. So far, $12,000 has been 
raised to go toward enhancing 
Sacred Heart Area School’s “curb 
appeal” for its new century, with 
the most popular project being 
playground improvements.  We 
want to thank all of you who con-
tributed to this worthy cause.  

Of the many alumni in attendance, the 
Jackson family (left) came from as far 
as Nebraska and California to celebrate 
the centennial weekend.  Pictured are 
five of the  daughters of Frank 
(alumnus) and Lilian Jackson.   
The daughters (alumni) founded the  
Lillian M. Jackson Scholarship Fund  
for SHAS students in 1996. 

Margaret Dyer, SHAS Class 
of 1930, participated in the 
100 Hearts March by riding 
on the SHAS alumni float in 
the parade last August. 

The Centennial Ticket 
Last Summer’s Centennial Raffle was a huge hit raising 
$11,200 for SHAS.  From 250 chances, there were 5 

prizes distributed in the 
amounts of $10,000, 
$1,000, and 3 at $500.  This 
year’s big winner was Jody 
Cluever of Pillager.  Watch 
for this exciting raffle to 
return this summer.  You 
could be the next big win-

Jody Cluever with her check 
from SHAS for $10,000. 



  A Message from Father Joe 

As I write this column we are celebrating Catholic Schools Week.  
Although this annual week of recognition is something that be-
gan just a few decades ago, Sacred Heart Area School has been 
celebrating its unique ability of sharing the faith with the young 
people of Sacred Heart Parish and surrounding parishes for 100 
years.  We acknowledged this milestone earlier in the school 
year when Bishop Donald Kettler came to celebrate mass with 
the students, staff, alumni, and parents. Bishop Kettler in his 
homily acknowledged the past efforts of passing on the gift of 
faith that has taken place over these past 100 years.  He encour-
aged our present day student to allow the gift of faith to flourish 
in their hearts so that the message of God’s love might affect 
our society today. 

Just as Bishop Kettler encouraged our student to live their faith, I 
would like to encourage the alumni to do the same.  In our 
world this message of God’s love and the communication of this 
message are even more important than in the past. Way too 
many people of all Christian denominations are taking a pass on 
living out their faith and allow a civil religion of self-absorption 
to dictate how to live one’s life. Unfortunately, this is also true 
about some of the alumni of Sacred Heart Area School who have 
allowed the bright light of faith to go dim or even become extin-
guished. 

At the same time I would like to acknowledge the vast majority 
of alumni who continue to live their faith with deep devotion 
and love for God.  Your participation in the life of the Church is 
an example for many.  May you be blest many times over in your 
faith journey. 

As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of Sacred Heart Area 
School may it be a time of spiritual renewal for all alumni as you 
recall your spiritual formation at Sacred Heart Area School.  And 
may our present day students also come to know God in their 
lives and to allow that knowledge to lead them in the future. 

May God bless each and every one of you. 

Fr. Joe Korf 

 
  
 
 
 

Reflecting on Who We Are 

Thank You Alumni Contributors! 
This year alumni contributions went toward a 
variety of school needs, including centennial 
celebrations, new costumes and music for the 
Christmas program, a new water fountain, and 
new windows for the front of the school. 

A Foundation for the Future  
By Principal Jim Opelia 

 

  

 

 

 
 

            
Sacred Heart Area School continues to strive for academic 
excellence, to provide for students the tools they will need to 
succeed in future.  What sets Catholic schools apart from pub-
lic schools is our ability to also develop the spiritual part of the 
student for a happy life.  Keeping God at the center of what 
we do and who we are is the key to our success.  Teaching 
students to be grateful for what they have and a love and re-
spect for each other and all of His creation gives them the 
guidelines to accomplish this.  In our Veterans Day and Christ-
mas programs we learn to be thankful to God and others.  In 
community service projects we learn to show our love for oth-
ers.  We learn about respecting creation in religion class, recy-
cling, and adopt a highway and community spruce up.  We 
learn the most of how to live happily in God’s Kingdom from 
each other.  Thank you, alumni, for your great example! 

Right: first graders raking 
     leaves at the city park  
     during  the workathon 

Left: Kindergarteners collect         
       items for the food shelf 

Catholic Schools Week Fun 
Catholic Schools Week (CSW) was observed across 
the nation January 25th-30th.  The Wednesday, Jan. 
29th dance was enjoyed by several school children 
and their families, as was the entire week of fun 
themed dress up days and fun events.  Monday was 
Super Hero Day with a Minute to Win-it competition 
for the kids. Tuesday was Camouflage Day where we 
especially remembered prayer in our daily lives, re-
ceived an extra afternoon recess and drank hot co-
coa. Wednesday was Pajama Day where we especially 
remembered to take the time to read for enjoyment.  
Thursday was Sunglasses Day with our all-school 
Mass, and the staff shared in a potluck lunch to-
gether.  On Friday we wrapped up the week with a 
fun Mismatch dress up day with popcorn and a movie 
at the end of the day. 

Fish Fry Dinners   
The season of Lent is a time of year 
where Christians especially focus on 
their relationship with God through 
extra prayer, self-discipline, and good 
deeds.  As part of the Catholic tradi-
tion, SHAS is hosting Community Fish 
Fry Dinners every Friday during Lent 
from 4:30pm to 7:00pm.  This has 
become very popular in our commu-
nity with some of the tastiest afford-
able meals produced by our school 
families in the Sacred Heart Church of 
Staples.  All are welcome! 



ALUMNI & FRIENDS 

The following donations were received from January 2014 to January 2015.   

We sincerely thank each of these donors for helping Sacred Heart Area School. 

 

  Alumni Donations 
Helen Jackson Schneider – Memory of  Marilyn Bonaiuto 

Vera Braith Sidders 

Karen Sather  Beste – Memory of Elaine Sather Biermier 

Ona Reinbold, Ron Markfelder, Jim Markfelder  - Memory of Andy, Marge,  

 Donna & John Markfelder 

Helen Fahnlander Moffit – Memory of Gabe/Helen Fahnlander 

Steve Olstad – Memory of Doug and Pat Olstad 

Richard Smith – Memory of Tom and Hattie Smith 

Frances Vasecka Judd – Memory of Fern Swenson, Vern Vasecka 

Bernard Mumm 

Duane Overby – Honor of Sr. Mary Momessa OSF 

Carol Loso Krantz – Memory of Gladys Loso Mullally 

Charles Huff 

Ruth Malfeo Martz 

Corinne Adamietz – Memory of Romaine Adamietz 

Patricia Hollister -  Memory of Robert and Katherine Hollister 

Betty Dyer Warner 

Chad Hassler 

Esther Butler – Ludwig – Memory of John and Isabel Griep 

Theresa Wrede Johnson – Memory of Anselm and Julia Wrede 

Andrew Burrows 

Dorothy Spiering 

Roseann Card Bonin – Memory of 1941 – 1945 Class & Teachers 

Harold Goeden – Memory of Rita Goeden 

Mary O’Keefe Schreiber 

Larry Wettstein 

Dewayne Kurpius – Memory of -Julius and Tracy Kurpius 

John Fossom 

Susan Edwards 

Debra Lindstedt – Doug and Pat Olstad 

 Alumni Donations 
Kathryn Knowlton 

Ardis Luconic 

Kristine Goeden Living Trust 

George Goeden 

George and Lenore Hankey 

 

         Scholarship Donations 
Lillian M. Jackson Family 

Bernard Hendricks 

Herb and Gert Domeno 

Ron and Mary Murray 

Steve and Julie Benson 

Gale and Margaret Cheney 

Roger and Barbara Howard 

James Rumpca 

Laverne and James Fogelberg 

Mark and Michelle Yungbauer 

Robert and Kathleen Schaffer 

Joel and Deborah Rhein 

Lorraine Trout 

Kenneth and Kathryn Richardson 

Thomas and Kathleen Bisek 

Jack and MaryAnn Giza 

Lawrence and Janet Lieder 

Jeff Nagel 

William Volesky 

MaryJane Volesky 

Thomas Kirk 

Suzanne Clark 

 

 

  
Sacred Heart Alumni & Friends 

324 4th Street NE 

Staples, MN 56479 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us today at: sacredheartareaschool.org 


