
Sacred Heart Area School    

Alumni and Friends Newsletter December 2018 

Focusing on Discipleship 

For the past 104 years, Sacred Heart 
Area School has strived for academic 
excellence, to provide for students the 
tools they will need to succeed in the 
future.  What sets Catholic schools 
apart from public schools is our ability 
to also develop the spiritual part of 
the student for a happy life.  Teaching 
students to be followers of Christ and 
keeping God at the center of what we 
do, and who we are, is the key to our 
success.  Instilling in students grati-
tude for what they have and a love 
and respect for each other and all of 
God’s creation gives them the guide-
lines to accomplish this.  In our Veter-
ans Day and Christmas programs we 
learn to be thankful to God and oth-
ers.  In community service projects we 
learn to show our love for others.  We 
learn about respecting creation in reli-
gion class, recycling, and community 
spruce up.  From our teachers, alumni, 
parishioners, and families, we learn 
about the Church and discipleship.  
We learn the most of how to live hap-
pily in God’s Kingdom from each oth-
er.   Thank you all, for playing such an 
important role in our lives and faith.  
 

Save the date: 

Spring Blast  
May 4th, 2019 

 

Securing our classrooms 
At our last Spring Blast/Dinner and 
Auction, several of the attendees 
donated to our special school securi-
ty project.  Approximately $6,000 
was raised towards the purchase of 
more secure doors for our class-
rooms.  These new doors will keep 
our students safe from an intruder 
and they’re better insulated to save 
energy.  Thank you to everyone that 
attended the Spring Blast and con-
tributed to this important school im-
provement project!  If you haven’t 
attended our Spring Blast fundraiser 
or haven’t attended in awhile, I en-
courage you to do so again.  The 
theme of the next Spring Blast is 
“May the Fourth be with you!”, 
which means the school and all the 
rooms will be decorated with a Star 
Wars motif.  It should be a lot of fun 
for everyone that attends, and 
please remember it‘s one of our 
most important fundraisers. 
 

New Principal 
There have been 
many changes at 
SHAS over the last 
year, but one of the 
biggest changes was 
the addition of a 
new Principal.  Be-

fore coming to SHAS, Mr. Durham 
was a high school mathematics 
teacher at some area schools, and 
worked as an engineer and manu-
facturing manager for several local 
companies.  Mr. Durham originally 
grew up on a farm southeast of 
Brainerd, MN and still calls the 
lakes area home.  He enjoys playing 
softball, and also enjoys watching 
the Minnesota Twins and amateur 
baseball.  He’s also a devout Minne-
sota Gophers and NDSU Bison foot-
ball fan.  Mr. Durham is very grate-
ful that he was given the opportuni-
ty to lead a faith based school in a 
rural community that is composed 
of dedicated teachers and staff and 
respectful students.  If you haven’t 
met Mr. Durham, he’d love to talk 
with you and learn more about 
SHAS history! 



  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

  

 On Wednesday, October 17th we had our 5th  annual 
SHAS Work-a-thon. Just like last year, the SHAS students 
worked at the city cemetery and around the church 
grounds. Preschoolers cleaned up around the school and 
church buildings. All of the other classes and some par-
ents were at Evergreen Hill Cemetery, removing over-
grown sod from foot stones and raking leaves. The stu-
dents learned about being respectful in the cemetery, 
realizing that all the monuments represent the lost loved 
ones of others. Everyone received a valuable lesson in 
service to the community. The event raised nearly $8000 
for Sacred Heart Area School. Great work everyone! 

  

 Serving the Community 

 

Students, staff & 

parents alike, 

worked together  

to beautify the  

Staples cemetery 

during the SHAS 

Work-a-thon on 

October 17th, 

raising $8,000. 

        4th graders edging foot stones at Evergreen Cemetery 

  

Color guard students Isabel Cole, Abby Brichacek, and Riley Reese pay-
ing solemn respect during this year’s Veteran Program. 

 
The 2018 SHAS Veterans Day Program was very well re-
ceived by everyone that attended.  All students re-
spectfully honored veterans through their songs, words, 
and actions.  Each grade sang one of the official service 
academy songs which was appreciated by all the veterans 
in the audience.  Everyone really enjoyed listening to Mr. 
Jim Vollegraaf of Staples, MN, who described what is was 
like to go through basic training in the late 1960’s.  He did 
a great job of relating his experiences in basic training to 
the students we have in SHAS today.  He explained that 
his classmates in basic training had to help each other 
become better soldiers, and regardless of their physical 
differences, they were all in it together. Today, more 
than ever, our children need to learn about patriotism, 
gratitude to God and others, and love and understanding 
for our great nation.   Thank you, veterans, for your many 
sacrifices for all of us to live in peace, security, and free-
dom. 

Grateful for Our Blessings 

Guest Speaker, Jim Vollegraaf (left) 
First graders singing the Army song
(below) 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Father Gabriel 
Christmas Greetings to our Sacred Heart School’s 

Alumni!  We carry on today a rich tradition of academic 

excellence and the deep spiritual heritage founded upon 

our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, whose birth we cele-

brate in this season!  As the sudden appearance of light 

casts out the gloom of darkness, so the coming of the 

Christ-Child at Christmastime was the great light de-

scending into a dark and wounded world.  Even so are we 

called to bear the light of Christ into the world today!  

You—alumni of Sacred Heart—are the heirs of a prolific 

spiritual and academic tradition.  And, to those who have 

been entrusted with much, much will be expected (cf. 

Luke 12:48).   

Is the fact of the Incarnation—Jesus Christ com-

ing among us as one of us—evident to others by how you 

live your life?  Does the Lord’s Sacred Heart beat with 

joy and excitement at the thought of the good you strive 

to do each day?  Have you ever given occasion for His 

Sacred Heart to beat heavy with sorrow?  Regardless of 

where you are at today, how can you strive to improve 

upon the past by committing the present to Him now?  

That present, your present moment, is the greatest gift 

you can give your Lord.  After all, it is His birthday we 

celebrate at Christmas. 

I am so very grateful for you, your families, and 

so many of your—our alumni’s—children who continue 

to carry on the rich traditions of Sacred Heart Area 

School.  I thank God for you and your families!  And, I 

thank you for all you do!  Please continue to keep the 

mission of our school in your prayers.  Pray for me… and 

know of my prayers for you as well! 

In his name,  
 
Fr. Gabriel Walz, Pastor  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Congratulations 2018 Dollars for Scholars recipients!  

Bernie St. Pierre Scholarship     $200 
Braden Tyrrell 

 

Sacred Heart Area School Scholarship    $200 
Kyle Serich 

Welcome Back! 
If you’ve visited SHAS lately, 
you may have noticed a famil-
iar face.  Patricia DiGiovanni, 
who is both a former student 
and teacher at Sacred Heart 
has returned to teaching at the 
school.  Mrs. DiGiovanni 
attended SHAS through the 7th 
grade, when the school 
dropped the 7th and 8th 
grades and she had to finish 

her education at the local public schools.  After earning 
a degree in Elementary Education from Moorhead State 
University, Mrs. DiGiovanni secured her first teaching 
position as one of the first lay teachers at Sacred Heart 
after the sisters were removed from the school.  After 
teaching at Sacred Heart for 4 years, she then taught 
Kindergarten, 2nd grade, and Special Education at both 
the Staples and Motley elementary schools.  After retir-
ing from teaching, Mrs. DiGiovanni subbed at several 
schools in the area, including Sacred Heart.  This past 
summer, when the 4th grade position opened, Mrs. 
DiGiovanni decided to come back to her alma mater 
and is blessed with having her grandson in class.  Mrs. 
DiGiovanni’s life and career at SHAS has come full circle, 
and we’re very glad that she chose to come back!   
                 

SHAS Scholarship Campaign Fund 
Consider a gift of a scholarship for a parish student this 
Christmas season.  Our goal is to make our school availa-
ble to all children in our parish communities that want a 
faith-based education, regardless of financial status.  The 
two ways you can help are to either become a sponsor 
and / or spread the word, sharing our need with others.  
Thank you for consideration.   Have a blessed Advent!   

Where are they now? 
 Since SHAS was founded in 1914, graduates have gone 
on to many careers, served their communities, and ac-
complished great things.  For this issue, we would like to 
highlight the accomplishments of former SHAS graduate 
Leah (Becker) Jacobson.  Since graduating from SHAS, 
Leah founded and is the CEO of the Guiding Star Project 
which promotes a culture of life.  In addition to her re-
sponsibilities with Guiding Star, Leah and her husband 
have 6 children and manage a bed and breakfast near 
Crosby, MN that caters to bike riding enthusiasts. 

Leah (Becker) Jacobson as a 4th grade student at SHAS in 

1991-1992 (left) and her official Guiding Star website picture 



                                                          ALUMNI & FRIENDS 

 Alumni Donations 

Sharon Jackson 

Delbert and Bonita Hansen (in memory of Scott Theodore Hansen) 

Gerald and Mary Ann Riewer 

Roger and LaVonne Avery (in memory of Ernest and Nancy Avery) 

Frances Donlin 

Frances Dennemeyer 

Mary Jane (Lorentz) Volesky 

RoseAnn Bonin 

Dewayne Kurpius (in memory of Tracy and Julius Kurpius) 

Allan Goeden 

James and Evelyn Nurnberger (in memory of Ingebritson family) 

Lawrence and Shirley Wettstein 

Charles Huff 

Debra and Don Lindstedt (in memory of Doug and Pat Olstad) 

George and Lenore Hankey 

Gloria and David Perfetti 

Patricia Hollister (in memory of Robert and Katherine Hollister) 

Dorothy Spiering  (in memory of Bill and Kate Lorenz) 

Connie Jenniges, Darla Shogren, & Tony Jares (in memory of Helen Jares and Susan 

Friedli)  

Leo Pogreba 

Carol Lisson 

James Markfelder (in memory of Andrew and Marge Markfelder) 

Ephrem Shaffer 

Janice Monnot (in memory of Bienusa family) 

John Finn 

Jennifer Kohler 

Gloria Mumm 

Rose Moore (in memory of Donald Jares) 

Gerald Kern 

Jerry Rengel Iin memory of John and Rosemary Rengel) 

Frances Judd (in memory of Vernon Vasecka and Fern Swanson) 

Steve Olstad (in memory of Doug and Pat Olstad) 

Mark and Sara Hoemberg (in memory of Matt and Pearl Hoemberg) 

Jeffrey Nagel 

                                              

Scholarship & School General Fund Donations 
Lilian M. Jackson Scholarship Fund 

Bernard J. Hendricks Perpetual Fund 

John B. and Rosemary Rengel Memorial Fund 

Dodie Nelson Memorial Fund 

Richard and Josefa Melhorn  

Herb and Pearl Domeno 

Belva Vogel 

Kenneth Richardson 

Mark and Sara Hoemberg 

Roger and Barb Howard 

Robert and Kathleen Schaffer 

Gale and Marge Cheney 

Ron and Mary Murray 

Laverne and James Fogelberg 

James and Patricia Soule 

Catherine Holker 

Joretta Jasmer 

Helen Schroeder 

Suzanne Clark 

Terrence and Sharon Zetah 

Louis and Mary Ann Reis 

Veronica Willoughby 

Bryan and Kripa Reese 

Larry Beckner 

Mark Thorsett 

Lawrence Meyer 

Gary and Karen Pipek 

Tom and Kathleen Bisek 

Luke and Molly Mertens 

Elston and Terri Kangas 

Andrew and Nancy Schmidt 

Edward Jones 

Darlene Krear 

Karla Miller 

Robert and Susannah Jensen 

  
Sacred Heart Alumni & Friends 

324 4th Street NE 

Staples, MN 56479 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Visit us today at: sacredheartareaschool.org          or          https://www.facebook.com/Sacred-Heart-Area-School-106804739351912/ 

The following donations were received from December 2017 to November 2018.  
We sincerely thank each of these donors for helping Sacred Heart Area School. 

Chris and Colleen Mayhew 

Dale and Connie Vargo 

Trevor Hoemberg 

Don and Michele Ziegler 

Marvin and Janet Feakes 

Clayton Hagemean 

John and MaryAnn Giza 

Richard and Barbara Peterson 

Robert and Barb Blessing 

Duane Pogreba 

Tim and Christine Leach 

Amber Vargo 

John Babcock 

Dennis and Patricia Germann 

Albert and Carol Lisson 

Gay Swecker 

Melissa Birkholtz 

Rebecca Meade 

David Cameron 

Eugene Heier 

Michael and Linda Heier 

Nate aad Katie Noska 

John Gorton 

John Nelson 

Michael Bengtson 

Michael and Darci Nagorski 

Rick Nelson 

Christian and Melanie Schmidt 

Joel and Pamela Rengel 

Mary Theurer 

Doug and Diane Roberts 

Dureen Donahue 

Ruth Malaktaris 

Sandra Hassler 

Julieanne Herman 


